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Introduction
The main aim of this activity is to make the students aware of  the marvels of classical music.  Stds. will learn about the different periods in its history and they will read and talk about the greatest composers and their work.  The activity includes a quiz  and a boardgame; and there are some supplementary materials, too!


Teaching Notes

1) The Quiz

You need the Info Cards and The Test.


Make groups of 4 and distribute the Info Cards (8 for each.) Ask every student to read his/her cards and check comprehension. Students must keep them handy all the time, as they contain useful information and may be re-read when necessary.        

Students take it in turns to answer  some of the questions in The Test (this is quite comprehensive, so decide beforehand how many questions you are going to ask.)   Perhaps your students know the answer, or are lucky to have the right card and manage to find it there.  In either case, they win 2 points.  Whenever a student doesn´t  know the right answer, try the others, who get 1 point if they succeed.  When you have asked all your questions, the student with the most points earns the title of Music Master, which is a great honour indeed!  

2) The Game

You need The Board, The VIPs page and The Gossip page.


Make groups of 4 and explain the following situation: Ms Montserrat Caballé, the great Catalan soprano, is about to give a unique concert.  Very Important Persons (the VIPs) will be there to listen.  The students will have the privilege to meet them at the door of the opera house and take them to their seats.


The Board depicts the seats at the theatre.  These are numbered, and are all booked for the occasion.  The VIPs page contains the name of the people who are expected to attend the event and there are a few tips about them in The Gossip page.  Students take it in turns to do their job. 


Read out and aloud an item from The Gossip page.  Can your students name the person described? (check answer in the VIPs page.)  If the answer is correct, the student ticks (X) the appropriate seat on the board and gets one point.  Stds should use markers of different colours in order to avoid confusion.                                                                   

If the student fails to provide the answer, s/he has lost a golden opportunity to meet a famous person.  Somebody else will look after the guest and get the point!  Game ends when all the VIPs have taken their seats.  The player with the most points wins the game.   

3) To know  more

If you find your students are sufficiently motivated, give them one or more of the following (to be used in class or for reading on their own, depending on circumstances) : The List (Recommended listenings), The File (A short biography of Ms Montserrat Caballé), The Music Library  (The lyrics of some of the most popular opera bits). 
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