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1) Can you define music?  (The art of combining sounds beautifully.)

2) Who was the first person to name the musical notes? (Guido d´Arezzo, 10th C)  

3) What do you know about the Stradivarius? (They were an Italian family living in               the 18th C that made the best fiddles of their time).

4) How many strings does a piano have?  (Over 200.)

5) What´s an opera?  (A musical drama devised to be acted out and sung.)

6) Refer to the Spanish King Alfonso X´s contributions to culture and music in  particular  (He made Toledo an important cultural centre.  The compilation ‘Las  Cantigas de Santa María’ is an interesting musical work.

7) What changes took place during The Renaissance period?  (There was a great  interest in art in all its forms.  The middle classes emerged in society.  They wanted  to be entertained.)

8) How old was Scarlatti when he died?  (65)

9) Where did opera reach its peak and maturity?  (In Italy)

10) Where is the ‘Teatro alla Scala’?  (In Milan, Italy)

11) Can you situate the ‘Classicism’ period in time? (Between Baroque and the Romantic era.)

12) What is a ‘cobla’?  (A band that plays ‘sardanes’, the typical dances of Catalonia.)

13) What is the opera house in Barcelona called?  (El Liceu)

14) Who used to play ‘El cant dels ocells’ very often?  (Pau Casals.)

15) Which Catalan composer was born in 1912?  (Xavier Montsalvatge.)

16) During the Middle Ages some men travelled around the country and sang songs and poems to kings, dukes and counts.  What were these artists called? (Troubadours.)

17) What do you know about Giovanni Pier-Luigi da Palestrina?  (He was the most important composer of religious music in the 16th C.)

18) Can you name the different families of musical instruments?  (Air, string and percussion)

19) Summarize the main characteristics of the Baroque style.  (The music and, in general, the art of this period (17th C), was complex, obscure, dynamic, passionate, even exaggerated and over-done at times.)

20) What is Claudio Monteverdi famous for?  (He was the first to write operas. ‘Orfeo’ and ‘Arianna’ were among his first works.)

21) What do you know about ‘zarzuelas’?  (They are typical Spanish dramatic works accompanied by music.)

22) Who wrote ‘The Passion As Told By Saint Matthew’ and ‘The Brandenbourg Concerts’? (J.S .Bach.)

23) Händel wrote the delicious `Water Music’, as well as a famous ‘Hallelluja’. The latter is part of a longer work.  What is it called? (‘The Messiah´.)

24) Which Spanish composer was attracted to the Arabic culture?  (Albéniz.)

25) Which famous composer taught Beethoven for some time?  (W.A. Mozart.)

26) Which famous composer lost his hearing in mid-life? (Beethoven.)

27) Who composed the ‘Hungarian Dances’?  (Brahms.)

28) What do you know about Dvorak?  (He was an interpreter, a music teacher and a composer.  ‘The Symphony of the New World’ is his masterpiece.)

29) Which Spanish composer wrote the opera ‘ La vida breve’? (Falla.)

30) Which musical work was first performed in Barcelona in 1801?  (Haydn´s oratorio ‘Die Jahreszeiten’ –The Seasons-)

31) Which composer could write the notes of Allegri´s ‘Miserere’ after hearing it only once?  (W.A. Mozart.)

32) Which Russian composer trained as a soldier at an early age?  (Mussorgsky.)

33) Who composed ‘Má Vlast’ –My Country-?  (Smetana.)

34) Which composer dedicated one of his works to President JF Kennedy? (Stravinsky.)

35) Who composed the ‘Sinfonía Sevillana’?  (Turina.)

36) Do you remember the name of a famous composer who became a priest?  (Vivaldi.)

37) Explain Wagner´s view of opera as a ‘total’ art.  (The music, the text and the scenes are all carefully linked together.)

38) Which 19th C German composer wrote the most popular ‘lieders’ or songs?  (Schubert.)

39) Which Romantic pianist and composer lived in the Balearic Islands for some time?  (F. Chopin.)

40) Name 3 Romantic composers.  (The list includes Beethoven, Schubert and Chopin.)

41) Who thought the orchestra should not just play but mark the whole range of the character´s (and the singer´s) feelings and attitudes?  (R. Wagner.)

42) Who started the famous ‘Orfeò Català’ and when?  (Lluís Millet and Amadeu Vives, in 1891.)

43) Who wrote the most dramatic and popular Italian operas?  (Verdi and Pucini.)

44) Name 3 highly-esteemed composers of the 19th C who were quite concerned with their country´s folklore.  And here´s another clue for you: their music is the expression of a powerful political feeling of autonomy and independence.  (The list includes Dvorak, Mussorgsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Smetana and even Albéniz and Granados.)

45) Who was Paganini?  (An exceptional violinist living between 1782 and 1840.)

46) Name 3 contemporary composers.  (Villa-Lobos, Halffter, Montsalvatge, Bernaola.)

47) Which work did Mozart leave unfinished?  (The Requiem.)

48) What is a symphony?  (A work for the orchestra, with no soloists playing.)    
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