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Devised by Joan M. Diez Clivillé

Suitable for all levels

So you think you have tried everything to make your students master the irregular verbs list, don´t you?  Well... You haven´t!  If you are tired of setting exams and verb bingo doesn´t  seem to work, you must try this new game.  Your students will love it and will ask for more.  Guaranteed!  Besides, you won´t need to make an awful lot of preparation.  You´ll enjoy the game as much as your pupils!  


Tell the class that a very special competition is about to take place.  Give them a few minutes to re-read the verbs list.  Then make two teams of 5 (A and B, Boys and Girls...)  Choose a Secretary and an Assistant within each group.  Let´s call the remaining players 1, 2 and 3.  Find two more students to act as Supervisor and Score Keeper, respectively.  The rest of the class act as the audience at a TV show.   Place stds. as shown below:

A  Team




B  Team


1    2     3




1    2    3

             Secretary    Assistant



 Secretary    Assistant

Supervisor        Score Keeper
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Give the Secretaries two different lists of 10 verbs in the stds.´ own language.  The Supervisor needs the full irregular verbs list, and the Score Keeper a piece of paper and a pen.  And that´s that!

Proceed as follows:  The Secretary of the A Team reads the first verb from his/her list.  Player 1 from the same team should say the Infinitive of the verb (in English), Player 2 says the Simple Past Form and Player 3 The Past Participle.  If they can´t  remember their forms or are in doubt, their Secretary can always help them.  
When the three forms have been said out and aloud, the Supervisor checks whether they are right or not.  If the 3 forms are correct, the team gets 1 point, which is conveniently recorded by the Score Keeper.  Should any of the forms be wrong, the Supervisor reads the correct ones and the team loses 1 point.  Then The Secretary of the B Team tries his/her first verb and so on.  The Secretaries read all the verbs in their lists.  The team with the most points wins the game.


Popular demand may force you to organize an Irregular Verbs League! Be prepared! Who knows… you may wish to record the final on video!
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